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MY CAREER AS A REGISTERED NURSE
     When I was a little child, I got very ill at some point and I was taken to a state hospital where I found myself in the hands of a certain lady who I discovered to be a nurse. As a child, I was so impressed by the kind of care, medications and attention I got from the nurse. I admired how she carried out her duties as a nurse and since then I have always dreamt to be a registered nurse in the future. A registered nurse is a fully trained nurse and equipped with an official state certificate of competence to work in a medical facility. A registered nurse works in hospitals, medical offices and medical clinics. It is the duty of a registered nurse to observe and record the reaction of a patient towards the kind of medication they have been administered and carry out the necessary treatments and medications. A registered nurse coordinates with other health practitioners to evaluate and create favorable care plans. The nurse provides emergency care in case of medical emergencies such as heart attack and accidents. He/she conducts a medical research for improvement of nursing services and healthcare at large. It is the responsibility of a registered nurse to adhere to medical rules and formalities as well as maintaining hygienic and safe working environment. In addition, it is the duty of a registered nurse to keep a close eye on every aspect of patient’s care including physical developments and proper diet, performing lab work and providing complete information to the physicians and recommending drugs and other treatments to the patient. The duties of a registered nurse may be so many and differ depending on their areas of expertise. Being a registered nurse is a very important profession in the society.

      To become a registered nurse, one needs at least a two-year associates degree in nursing although a bachelor’s degree in nursing is more preferred. After graduating from an approved nursing program, one must then pass the National Council License Exam which is administered by the National Council State of Nursing for those that are based in United States. This test determines whether one is prepared for entry- level in nursing profession. Passing the exam enables you to apply for a registered nursing license of the state you would like to work, or, one can get multi-state licenses to work in any state.
       One may face several challenges while in a nursing school. Lectures in nursing colleges includes very complicated concepts and theories especially those belonging to medicines, surgery and psychiatric nursing. A nursing student may encounter unpredicted clinical practical and assignments. Stressful college life, post-graduate training and insufficient finances may also be a big challenge for a nursing student.
       Registered nursing jobs are said to be in a high demand and therefore it is not that complicated to secure a job as a registered nurse, according to Employment Development Department, “…The Department also provides critical employment service programs…”. According to a research carried out by the Bureau of labor Statistics as recorded in the Occupational Outlook Handbook, the demand for registered nurses is predicted to raise by 12% by 2028 which is much higher than the average growth of all other occupations and so many people will be needed to pursue a nursing career. Quoting from the online Occupational Outlook Handbook, “…Growth will occur for a number of reasons, including an increased emphasis on preventive care, growing rates of chronic conditions, …and demand for healthcare services from the baby-boom population, as they live longer and more active lives”.
       A registered nurse is a career that deals with the patient. The career may be more appealing than other careers because it helps save lives, brings comfort and happiness to the patient. Being a registered nurse also brings a high level of job satisfaction. 
       I am certain about becoming a registered nurse because I possess a lot of compassion required for one to deal with patients, I possess effective communication skills, I keep very close attention to details, ambitious and very hardworking. I am however overly empathetic and that could be a weakness since I would panic easily panic in the sight of high acuity patients.
[bookmark: _GoBack]       The integrated roles played by a registered nurse may be compromised by different shortcomings in a work environment. A registered nurse may be required to work for long hours which may result to medical mistakes caused by fatigue. A registered nurse may be exposed to a lot of health hazards when dealing with blood pathogens, injuries and surgeries as quoted from the Occupational Outlook Handbook, “…the work of registered nurses may put them in close contact with people who have infectious diseases, and they frequently come in contact with potentially harmful and hazardous drugs…”. Moreover, nurse may encounter incidences of violence from patients or maybe from coworkers. These are the kind of difficulties I might encounter in my career and in order to deal with challenges I will be require to be a very good time keeper, be very keen and maintain safety standards to avoid possible health hazards, maintain task priorities and being a creative thinker to be able to solve possible work violence.
CONCLUSION
         I strongly believe that a registered nurse is a very important profession in the society since they play key roles in saving lives and promoting wellness in peoples’ life. Nurses are the heart of all health care practices. With all those many responsibilities, nurses mostly fail to be appreciated and hence they need to be intrinsically motivated for better quality service delivery. Quoting from the article by Ameet Ranadive, “…you should be intrinsically motivated, which means you are focused on learning, improvement and growth…” Moreover, a registered nurse needs a proper compensation when faced with challenges resulting from work following a quote from United States Department of Labor which states that the federal government is responsible for occupational safety, wage and hour standards, unemployment insurance benefits, reemployment services, and some economic statistics. In my own opinion, I take this career as special gift which requires more of passionate willingness and devotion to help, other than the high education requirements in the field of study.
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